
NORTHAMPTON BOROUGH COUNCIL

COUNCIL

Monday, 10 September 2018

YOU ARE SUMMONED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF NORTHAMPTON BOROUGH 
COUNCIL, WHICH WILL BE HELD AT THE GUILDHALL NORTHAMPTON ON 
MONDAY, 10 SEPTEMBER 2018 AT 6:30 PM WHEN THE FOLLOWING BUSINESS IS 
PROPOSED TO BE TRANSACTED

1. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

2. MINUTES.  

To approve the minutes of the proceedings of the Meeting of the Council held on 9th July 
2018. 

3. APOLOGIES.  

4. MAYOR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS.  

5. PUBLIC COMMENTS AND PETITIONS  

6. MEMBER AND PUBLIC QUESTION TIME  

7. CABINET MEMBER PRESENTATIONS  

(Copy herewith)

8. OPPOSITION GROUP BUSINESS  

Councillor Beardsworth to make a statement on “The future of our town centre”.

9. UPDATE FROM THE CROSS PARTY WORKING GROUP - COMMUNITY 



GOVERNANCE REVIEW  

(Copy herewith)

10. LICENSING COMMITTEE STRUCTURE REPORT  

(Copy herewith)

11. APPOINTMENT OF THE S151 OFFICER  

(Copy herewith)

12. AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION  

(Copy herewith)

13. COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW - HUNSBURY MEADOWS PARISH  

(Copy herewith)

14. NOTICES OF MOTION  

i) Councillor Hallam to propose and Councillor Marriott to second:

This Council notes that graffiti is an unwelcome sight in most towns and cities across the 
country. A town is often judged by how it responds to graffiti, particularly that of a racist or 
offensive nature. Council notes that there has previously been a robust informal policy and 
stance adopted regarding this, but now resolves to:

a) Adopt a formal policy for the removal of graffiti in a quality manor, free of charge on 
private property where the appropriate permission has been provided in writing by the 
property owner;

b) Prioritize and immediately tackle instances of racist or offensive graffiti;

c) Continue the commitment to do all it can to remove graffiti in the town, including 
working closely with the police across the borough, Northampton Town Centre BID, 
Network Rail, and owners of other affected properties, to try and catch offenders;

d) Relaunch the “name the tag” campaign and actively promote it within the Youth 
Forum and youth groups across the town;

e) Urge people to report offenders and the location of graffiti on both public and private 
property when they see it, so it can be removed.

ii) Councillor Stone to propose and Councillor Russell to second:

“This Council recognises that children’s services in the county are under pressure:-

There are more and more children coming into Local Authority care. There is growing 
child poverty. Children on free school meals are going hungry during the school holidays. 
Respite for parents caring for children with disabilities is under threat. Mental Health 
Services for children have long waiting lists. Universal services for the 0 -5 year olds are 
under threat as libraries close and money is withdrawn from the voluntary sector. Early 
help and prevention for families has declined over the last 4 years. We have a growing 



number of children living in temporary accommodation.

Northampton Borough Council resolves to oppose calls to outsource children’s services. 
Work with and resource partners to deliver multi-agency neighbourhood working. Develop 
a strategy to combat child poverty”.

iii) Councillor Ashraf to propose and Councillor Duffy to second:

“We have been a fair trade Borough in the past. Can we reintroduce this and make sure we 
continue the fair trade policy in the future?”

iv) Councillor B Markham to propose and Councillor Beardsworth to second:

“We call upon this Council to write to the Secretary of State for communities and 
local government, requesting that the election for the new unitary Council be 
trialled under proportional representation using the single transferable vote. 
Council believes this will produce a result which more closely reflects the views of 
a diverse Northampton community”.

v) Councillor Sargeant to propose and Councillor Larratt to second: 

“This Council recognises the concerns of residents and Parish Councils in areas where 
management companies are responsible for open space and other amenities. Council 
resolves to support residents and Parish Councils in resolving their concerns.

This Council also resolves to make it clear that, it too, has significant concerns regarding 
the establishment of management companies to manage open space and other facilities on 
new housing developments in the borough of Northampton, rather than them being 
formally adopted.

While resisting management companies, this Council will encourage developers to consider 
all the alternatives available for managing the facilities on new developments in the 
borough and Northampton growth area, including seeking for developments to be adopted 
with sufficient resources to ensure that the maintenance of these pieces of land is fully 
funded”.

vi) Councillor Graystone to propose and Councillor Nunn to second:

“This Council notes the Government’s aims in encouraging a modal shift of freight from 
road to rail, which is a key aspect of its transport policy, and recognise that with effective 
implementation this modal shift can result in a reduction of carbon emissions, shorter and 
more efficient journeys, and fewer road casualties.

This Council further notes that the delivery of a national network of Strategic Rail Freight 
Interchanges (SRFIs) forms a key part of recognising this aim, and the criteria for these are 
set out in the National Policy Statement for National Networks (NPSNN) and the Strategic 
Rail Freight Interchange Policy Guidance documents.

This Council also notes that the NPSNN is clear that there is a need for an expanded 
network of large SRFIs across the regions to accommodate the long-term growth in rail 
freight, and that new rail freight interchanges, especially in areas poorly served by such 
facilities at present, are likely to attract substantial business, generally new to rail. 



However, the NPSNN also states that existing operational SRFIs and other intermodal RFIs 
are situated predominantly in the Midlands and the North, and that SRFI capacity needs to 
be provided at a wide range of locations, to provide the flexibility needed to match the 
changing demands of the market.

This Council believes that, as there is already around 39m sq. ft of SRFI-related 
warehousing either under construction or being proposed in the East Midlands alone, not 
including the existing SRFI warehousing capacity already present nor other SRFIs in the 
wider Midlands region, it is unclear whether the proposed local developments, Rail Central 
and Northampton Gateway, are compliant with the NPSNN.

This Council, therefore, resolves to write to the Secretary of State for Transport to ask for 
an urgent review of the NPSNN, and all other associated policy guidance, to ensure that 
SRFI capacity is deployed as a national network across the country, rather than being built 
in areas where developers have pre-existing land options”.

15. MATTERS OF URGENCY WHICH BY REASON OF SPECIAL 
CIRCUMSTANCES THE MAYOR IS OF THE OPINION SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED.  

George Candler – Chief Executive
The Guildhall
Northampton

Public Participation

1. Comments and Petitions

1.1 A member of the public (or an accredited representative of a business ratepayer of the 
Borough) may make a comment or present a petition on any matter in relation to which the 
Council has powers.  A comment or presentation of a petition shall be for no more than three 
minutes.  No notice of the nature of the comment to be made or of the petition is required 
except for the need to register to speak by 12 noon on the day of the meeting.

(Public comments and petitions will not be taken and the Annual Council Meeting or other civic or 
ceremonial meetings.)

NOTES
i. Comments may be on one or more subjects but each person has no longer than three 

minutes to have their say.
ii. The same person may make a comment and present a petition on different subjects.  

In such instances that person will have three minutes to make their comment and a separate three 
minutes to present a petition.

2. Member and Public Questions



2.1 A member of the public (or business ratepayer of the Borough) may ask a maximum of two 
written questions at each meeting, each limited to a maximum of 50 words, on any matter in 
relation to which the Council has powers.  Each question shall:

 be submitted in writing and delivered, faxed or e-mailed to Democratic Services 
no later than 10.00am seven calendar days before the day of the meeting; and

 include the name and address of the questioner and the name of the Cabinet 
member/Committee Chair to whom the question is put.

2.2 At the meeting, copies of all questions and the responses to them from the public and 
Members will be made available to the public and press.  The Mayor may allow one 
supplementary question, without notice, that arises directly from the original question or 
response.

(Questions will not be taken at the Annual Council Meeting or at civic or ceremonial meetings or 
meetings called to deal with specific items of business.)

NOTES
In respect of paragraph 2.1 above, questions may be rejected on certain grounds that are set out on 
page 4-12 of the Council’s Constitution and which may be viewed at 
www.northampton.gov.uk/site/scripts/download_info.php?fileID=1919 or by seeking advice using 
the contact details below.

3. Motions

3.1 A member of the public may register to speak to a motion under the ‘Notices of Motion’ 
item on the agenda.  Registration to speak must be made to Democratic Services by 12 noon 
on the day to the meeting.  Speaking to a motion is restricted to three minutes per person.

(The ‘Notices of Motion’ item will not be taken at the Annual Council meeting or meetings called 
for civic or ceremonial purposes.)

4. General

A member of the public may make a comment, present a petition, ask a question or speak to a 
motion at the same meeting subject to the restrictions set out above.

5.  Contacts

Democratic Services: e-mail democraticservices@northampton.gov.uk

Tel 01604 837722

Mail Democratic Services
Northampton Borough Council
The Guildhall
St Giles Square
Northampton NN1 1DE

http://www.northampton.gov.uk/site/scripts/download_info.php?fileID=1919
mailto:democraticservices@northampton.gov.uk

